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Time: 45 minutes
Task 1

Read the text. The text has 7 sections, 1-7. For sections 1-7, choose the correct heading A-H from the list of headings below. There is one extra heading which you don’t need to use. 
List of headings:
A.
More than economy

B.
Change the name — move to the capital

C.
A daily for the Tories

D.
A sun-like tabloid

E.
Daily anonymous

F.
Weekend read

G.
Business news for the continent 
H.
A novice on the market

1. The British daily newspaper The Guardian was founded in Manchester in 1821 as The Manchester Guardian. In 1959 its name was changed to The Guardian, and since 1961 it has been printed simultaneously in London and Manchester. A "quality" daily, The Guardian is owned by a trust, not a proprietor, and therefore has a reputation for independence. Noted for its political comment, arts reviews, and women's page, its stance is leftwards, and it appeals mainly to middle-class readers who regard themselves as liberal-minded. Though it has been called "Britain's nonconformist conscience", it has its lighter side, and is famous for its punning headlines.
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2. The Sunday Telegraph is a British Sunday newspaper, founded in 1961 as sister-paper to The Daily Telegraph. It has a similar readership: middle-to-upper class, mainly right-wing. It is famous for the forthright and challenging views of its columnists both on political and social issues. Published in London, in two sections (news/sport and a review of literature and the arts), its circulation is around 600,000.

3. The British Daily Telegraph was founded in 1855. As the first cheap daily newspaper in London, it was at the start rather radical in outlook (and enormously popular). Today its readers are mainly middle-to-upper class, with conservative views (and probably Conservative politics). The Telegraph has a reputation for wide and accurate reporting, and is considered to be one of Britain's "quality" dailies (along with The Times, The Guardian, The Financial Times and The Independent). 
4. The British Daily Express was founded by Sir Arthur Pearson in 1900. Intended for mass popular readership, it soon became noted for its wide coverage of international affairs as well as for lively reporting and enthusiastic patriotism. In 1916 it was bought by the press-magnate Lord Beaverbrook, who turned it in the most widely-read daily in the world. The Express now appeals to broadly middle-class right-wing, but independently-minded reader. At first a broadsheet, it became a tabloid 1977, in line with the newer popular newspapers such as The Sun.
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5. The Financial Times, a British daily, was founded in 1888. It provides full daily reports on the Stock Exchange and on world markets, and a comprehensive coverage of business affairs. But it is also greatly respected for its general news reporting and analysis, and for its reviews of literature and the arts. More expensive than other daily papers, and printed on distinctive pink paper, The Financial Times is published in London, with an international edition published in Frankfurt, New York, and Paris.

6. The Independent is Britain's newest "quality" daily paper, founded in 1986, at time when several other newly-established papers were failing. Its survival was attributed to a long and careful period of planning, and to the excellence of its design, photograph and graphics. It appeals particularly to educated, middle-class readers who don't care for the earnestness of The Guardian, or who find The Daily Telegraph stuffy, or who are worried by changes in The Times.

7. The Economist, a British weekly founded in 1843, covers not just economic and business affairs of Britain and the world, but also current affairs, politics, science and technology, literature, arts. It is read by influential businessmen and politicians all over the world, besides having a wide general readership. The Economist is noted for the clarity of its style and for the fact that all its contributors are anonymous. Published in London, with editorial offices in America, Europe, and the Far East.
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Task 2

Read the text. Six sentences have been removed from the text. Choose from the sentences A-G the one which fits each gap (8-13). There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.

Cambridge — a University Town
_____8_____, which is both a university town and an industrial city, Cambridge, as the saying goes, "is" the University. Cambridge without the University is like Hamlet without the hero, or bacon without eggs! Although sometimes Town and Gown have their quarrels, the two are for the most part inseparable. _____9_____, we shall in fact now separate them for a moment, just to see how each of them has grown up.

All right then, first let's look at the town. Cambridge is so called because most of the town is built on the east side of the River Cam, a tributary of the Ouse. Slight hills rise gently on the south and west. Roman remains suggest the existence of a small town first situated around two hills, Castle Hill and Market Hill. Even today these two hills may be said to dominate the town. This is certainly true for those poor students who have to cycle up the steep slope of Castle Hill on the way to lectures. Or even more true for those who risk cycling down it at top speed when their brakes are not working very well. _____10_____.
Market Hill still retains its importance too. Every day, and especially on Saturdays, its cobbled square is the scene of a busy market, selling all kinds of fruit, vegetables, groceries, trinkets, antiques, etc.
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The beauty of the city is enhanced by a large number of open spaces, _____11_____. They are the landscaped lawns and flower-beds, very beautiful especially in spring, through which the Cam winds behind the main line of University colleges, including Queen's, St. Catharine's, King's, Trinity and St. John's. The river also passes under a series of magnificent bridges, of which the Bridge of Sighs (in St. John's College), the old stone bridge of Clare College with thick stone balls on the parapets, and the Mathematical Bridge of Queen's are among the best known.

Until 1964, undergraduates (students studying for a first degree) had to wear black cloaks, called gowns, after dark, but now they are obliged to wear them for dinner and some lectures. _____12_____, but one which is still upheld is that of punting on the Cam. It is a favourite summer pastime for students to take food, drink, guitars (or, alas, transistor radios) and girl friends on to a punt (a long, slim boat, rather like a gondola) and sail down the river, trying very hard to forget about exams! Many students feel that they have not been christened into the University _____13_____. This has almost become a tourist attraction.

A.
this tradition is fast disappearing

B.
including Midsummer Common and the Backs

C.
many shoes are worn out in this way

D.
until they have fallen from a punt into the River Cam

E.
in spite of this

F.
because of the fact

G.
unlike Oxford
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Task 3

Read the text below and answer the questions choosing the correct letter A, B, C, D. Mark the correct answer in the boxes for questions 14-20. 
Britain's presidency of the European-Union will begin with another demonstration of national insularity as universities prepare a further decrease in applications for degrees in modern languages.

According to research commissioned by the BBC, a third of Britons are embarrassed by their inability to speak foreign languages and 28 per cent are interested in learning one. But the emergence of English as a world language has resulted in a lack of enthusiasm among many young people. The take-up for language A.levels has dropped sharply in the past five years in spite of a general increase in student numbers and a larger group of pupils taking French in their early teens.

The introduction of tuition fees is expected to hit four-year language courses particularly hard.

Out of almost 300,000 new undergraduates in 2006 — the last year for which statistics are complete — only 249 started degree courses in Spanish and 340 in German. Even French attracted only 1,030 new entrants. Fears are growing that the numbers taking language degrees may not be enough to replenish the already inadequate supply of teachers in those subjects.

Only half the 14-year-olds taking national curriculum tests in modern languages had reached the expected standard;

Research by academics at Glasgow University into a steep decline in French 
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suggested that teenagers found the subject hard and felt under peer pressure to abandon the language.

Professor Alan Smithers, the head of Brunei University's Centre for Education and Employment Research, said:

"There is a particular problem arising from the position of English as the dominant world language. Teenagers do not have the same motivation as those in other countries to learn a foreign language and they do not know which one to learn."
There are now at least 1.5 billion English-speakers around the world. In Europe more than 40 per cent speak the language. Most continental children learn English at primary school and continue well into their teens, often adding a second foreign language.

British students’ growing insularity is underlined by a drop in the numbers taking part of their degrees on the Continent. In 1995-96 nearly 22,000 continental students visited Britain on European Union programmes — the most popular destination — while fewer than 12,000 British students returned the compliment. Figures published this month suggest a decline of more than 900 Britons since then.
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14.
The decrease in interest in the foreign languages shows that the British

A
are becoming more independent. 

B
are degrading.
C
are getting more isolated from the Continent. 

D
are concentrating on other areas.
15.
According to the BBC, a third of Britons

A
are not satisfied with their knowledge of foreign languages.
B
are unable to speak foreign languages. 

C
are unwilling to learn a foreign language. 

D
can use one foreign language. 

16.
If language courses become paid, 

A
it will help them out. 

B
it will do them harm. 

C
it will make them improve.
D
it will hit the students.
17.
The authorities are afraid that 

A
students won't reach the necessary standards. 

B
there won't be enough students. 

C
more and more students will drop the languages. 

D
there won't be enough language teachers.
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18.
According to Professor Smithers, 

A
Britain is dominating the world. 

B
the British have problems, as they don't know which language they prefer.
C
the influence of English in the world is the problem.
D
teenagers abroad are not motivated enough.
19.
The statistics show

A
the decrease of interest in foreign languages on the Continent. 

B
the increase in number of British students visiting European countries. 

C
that Britons go across the Channel less often than continental students. 

D
more Britons would like to take their degrees abroad.
20.
The article doesn't say that

A
there’s a spiritual decline in language learning in Britain.
B
English teenagers feel lack of enthusiasm to learn languages. 

C
continental students are interested in English very much. 

D
language learning is very useful.
Transfer all your answers to your Answer Sheet

